ESSAY-WRITING

The word Essay is defined in “The Concise Oxford Dictionary”

“a literary composition (usually prose and short) on any subject.”
ly speaking, it is a written composition giving expression 10 one’s
personal ideas or opinions on some topic ; but the term usually
overs also any writtten composition, whether it expresses personal
inions, or gives information on any given subject, or details of a
ive or description.
In fact the word “Essay” is somewhat loosely applied to a variety
Jf compositions, from Bacon’s compressed “Essays™ on the one hand,
o those so called “Essays” of Macaulay, some of which are lengthy
gticles, almost as big as small books, on the other.

[Addison’s Essays are good models for Indian students, because

their brevity and simple directness of style.]
So far as we are concerned here, an essay is an exercise in com-
wsition ; and it is well to remember that the word essay means, liter-

dly, an attempt. (Compare the verb “to essay”’, with the accent on the
¢cond syllable, meaning to attempt or try.) The essays you write at
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ard reflections put down anyhow. There should be not only unity
subject but also unity of treatment. Hence the necessity for minkm

out a line of thought before beginning to write. |

3. Brevity. School essays s_hould not be long. The limit shouq
about three hundred words ; though, of course, there can be Slric
rule as to length, which will depenq a good fieal on l.he Nature of 5
subject. But an essay should be a brief exercise, concisely eXPresgeq

4. Style. In friendly letters, the st)_/l.e should be CONVersationg)
easy, natural and familiar ; and in writing su_ch letters we may ]
colloquial terms which would be out of. place in a book. But the Styl
of an essay must be more dignified and llterary: Slang, colloquia] term
and free and easy constructions are not proper in an essay. At the g,
time it is a mistake to attempt any flights of fine writing. The langugg
and sentence construction should be simple, direct and natyra| Th
secret of clear writing is clear thinking. “If you clearly understapg al
about your matter, you will never want thoughts, and thoughts instap
become words.” This was said by Cobbett, a writer whose style i
model of clearness, simplicity and directness. |
5. The Personal Touch. An essay should reveal the persona] fee
ings and opinions of the writer. It should have his individuality ip i
Strictly speaking, as has been already said, an essay is a written cop
position giving expression to one’s personal ideas or opinions on
subject ; and this personal touch should not be lost, or the essay will b
_colourless and devoid of individuality. So do not be afraid to expres
in your essays your own views, and do not be content with repeatin
the opinions of others. Let there be a note of sincerity in all that yo
write. «
To sum up :—An essay must be a unity, treating in an orderl
manner of one subject ; it should be concisely written and not too long
and the style should by simple, direct and clear ; and it should have 2

individuality, or show the personal touch of the writer.

Three features are necessary in a good essay—suitable subjec
matter, proper arrangement, and adequate power of expression. Whet
all these three are present, the essay will be a success.
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and discuss philosophical and theological theories. You should
n and support your statements with arguments and facts.

2. Narrative Essays.—A narrative essay consists mainly in the
ration of some event, or series of events. I say “mainly” because a
rative essay must not be confused with a short story or bits of his-
. The narrative it relates should be treated as a subject for thought

Im and so the essay should be more or less reflective. Nar-
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a. Expository Essays An expository (or explanatory) e

sists of an exposition or cxpla‘lnutiun of some subject ; 4
institutious, industries, occupations (e.8- parliament, the pre,
weaving, farming, etc.): (b) scientific IHP‘H'.\‘ (such as Hm\’i!utu,” -
lution. astronomy, etc.) ; (¢€) literary topics (such as the natyy, ',f
etry, prose styles, the genius of Shakespeare, the novels of §¢,.

tory of fiction, etc.).
5. Imaginative Essays—Essays on subjects such as the feey .

and experiences of the sailor wrecked on a desert island may . -
imaginative Essays. In such the writer is called to place him\(:
imagination in a position of which he has had no actual expe,; &
Such subjects as “If I were a king,” or “The autobiography of 4 hod

would call for imaginative essays.

HINTS ON ESSAY-WRITING

1. General Preparation—One of the chief difficultjeg y
people feel in gssay-writing is lack of matter. They do not easjly §
anything to say about a subject. This is natural, because their ¢y
ence and general reading are limited. But it may be remedied by g
ing, and by training the power of observation. il

(@) Reading.—Bacon said, “Reading maketh a full man”; 4

a person who reads much and widely stores his mind with a large y
ety of facts, thoughts, illustrations and general information. If yoy
to write good essays you must acquire a love of reading——~m')t sing
reading stories for amusement, but reading good books of history, ry
biography and science. Fill your mind with fine thoughts and acoy
information. By so doing you will become “a full man”, and “a§
man’ can always find plenty to say on most subjects.

(b) Observation.—But all knowledge does not come from be
We may learn much from the life around us—what we see and |
and observe for ourselves. Keep eyes and ears open, and learn ft
your own experience. Practise writing short descriptions of what
see in e.ve{'yday life—the people you meet, bits of scenery that St
you, bUIllegS, street scenes, trees and flowers, hills and valleys,
hab1t§ oi-?' animals and birds. Don’t be content with reading other peog
description of such things, but see them for yourself. It is surpn
what a lot may be learnt from personal observation.

~ (e) Conversation.—Books are written by men and women :
if we can learn from the books they write, we can learn also from
words they say.'Listen to people’s conversation ; get them to t
Y?t‘;'abom thc things tht?y know, and discuss subjects that interest)
with your friends. In this way, also, you may learn much.
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(b) Collecting materials—i) Reading up the Subject—When you
got a clear idea of your subject, the next step will be to think of

| you can say about it. Some subjects are so simple that a little
ction should supply you with sufficient material for a short essay ;

or others, special information will be needed for which you may
 to do some special reading. For instance, if you have to write

t some historical subjects, or give a description of some country
ave seen, you will have to get hold of some book and read the

c up. But in any case, you have to collect materials for your
before you can write it. In schools, class-discussiqns on the sub-
inder the guidance of the teacher, are very helpfu.l in this stage of
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WRITING THE ESSAY'

__Every essay should be divided i,

hould have at least one paragraph t ;,
ed looks unattractive, and is not gy

l. Paragraphs.
graphs, and each heading S
An essay not thus paragraph
read. |

Variety. Paragrzibhs should not all be of the same length or of the
monotonous‘structure . (iii) Logical sequence of thought. (iv) Topi
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should always be arresting and pertinent 10 the submph_ _—

neral Or a quotation, proverb, <
or ge . remark, leading up to the subject. i very brief story,
" . v. This is really the essa itself-—the

house 10 which the introduction is the front door x -
the back door, or exit. » and the conclusion

In arranging the b‘ody of the essay observe proportion ;, that is, let
w:h. part have due weight given to it. If the subject is “The good and

nad mflucnc_e of Newspapers,” do not devote three-quarters of the es-
sy to good influences and so leave only a quarter for the bad. Closely
follow your full outline throughout.

The paragraphs should be well constructed and should be re-
jated to one another according to the direction of your outline ; and, as
as possible, the connection between one and another should be
1. Avoid “padding” and keep to the point.

Take pains in selecting words and phrases which exactly express
e ideas which you have in mind ; and frame your sentences so that
ey are quite clear and forceful.

Avoid the use of unneccessary words. In revising your essay,

ok out for useless repetitions and redundant expressions, and strike

em out.

Match the words to the sense, and adapt the style to the subject-

ter. Do not write frivolously on a serious subject, or ponderously

a light and humorous subject.

" (¢) The Conclusion—As the introduction should arouse interest,

conclusion should satisfy it. An effective and satisfying end to an

say is as important as an arresting beginning. An abrupt or feeble

ding may spoil the whole effect of the essay. A good conclusion

3y consist of :— (a) a summing up of the arguments of the essay (b)
| conclusion drawn from the subject-matter ; (¢) a sut.table quota-

o ; (d) a sentence that strikingly expresses the main point you want

home. '

3. Finally, a few words about your Style in Writing——'l‘o acqqlfe
ple. direct and forceful style in writing calls for constant practice.

) s not come “by nature.” As the poet Pope says :—

( “True ease in writing comes from art, not chance -

As those move easiest who have learned to dance.
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The secret of clear writing is clear thipkmg. So, be pe i
about what you want to say, and then say 1—as dlrect!y, as Simj
concisely as possible. Be direct - usc short SEN{ENCES in prefe,,
long and involved periods. Be simple : don’t attempt any opy,
flowery language but use simple words and constructions and |

elaborate and superfluous words ; say what you want to Say ag 1.4
as is consistent with making your meaning clear. Never use ty,

where one (the right one) will do. Be natural : don’t try to imj,,_
author’s style, however eloquent, but be yourself.

SUMMARY OF METHOD OF PROCEDURE

To sum up:—
1. Clearly define your subject in your own mind.
2. Think over it, until ideas about it come Into your mip

jot the points down on paper-as they occur to you
bering them.
Classify these points in groups under suitable heading
jecting any that are unsuitable.
Arrange these headings in a bare outline.
Fill in the ouline, making a full outline.
Now begin to write the essay, dividing it into parag
The essay should consist of introduction, body and ¢
sion.
(a) Make the introduction arresting.
(b) Keep the parts of the body of the essay in proper
tion; and take pains in choosing words, const
- sentences and building up paragraphs.
- “(ffi)h Make the conclusion effective and satisfying.
- TieiIna simple, concise, clear, direct and natura! $
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